
It was always Lois’ dream to create this fund and,
when in 1995—on her 75th birthday—her friends
and family generously donated, the Lois Webster
Fund was started, giving life to her dream. To
further its impact, each year the Fund relies on the
contributions from generous donors to enable
researchers to find answers to questions important
for conservation; to engage learners of all ages in
research; and to educate about Colorado non-
game wildlife and help provide information about
techniques for restoring habitats and populations
of our beloved Colorado non-game wildlife. 

Donate online by going to
 bit.ly/LWF2324
or scan this QR code

Send a check payable to Denver
Audubon with “Lois Webster Fund”

noted in the memo to: Denver
Audubon, 9308 S. Wadsworth Blvd.,

Littleton, CO 80128  

Lois Webster Fund
Supporting Colorado non-game wildlife research and education projects that lead 

to the conservation of these species and their habitats
Since its founding in 1995, the Lois Webster Fund
has awarded 65 grants totaling over $143,000 to
graduate students at Colorado colleges and
universities; grade school and high school teachers; 
nonprofits that work to conserve Colorado non-
game species of wildlife; and local, state, and federal
public land and natural resource agencies. Every
year, we receive far more requests for deserving
projects than we can fund. As development
proceeds to impact more habitat throughout
Colorado, the need for improved understanding
regarding what is necessary to sustain our native
wildlife becomes greater. You can see the list of
funded projects by clicking on the Past and Present
Projects button on this website.

Donate Today
Invest in conserving Colorado’s vulnerable non-game

species of wildlife  
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Enable researchers to find answers
to interesting questions important

for conservation

Engage learners of all ages in
research and education about

Colorado’s native species

Provide information and techniques
for enhancing habitats and

populations of non-game wildlife

What kinds of native grasslands and/or
tilled agricultural fields do Mountain
Plovers need to successfully breed,
hatch, and rear future generations?  

St. Vrain District students reared
endangered Northern Redbelly Dace,
used  tools to measure water quality and
released fish into habitat that they found
in Boulder County open space. 

Research on Thick-billed Longspurs
showed how different grazing regimes
on the shortgrass prairie affected their
distribution and breeding success.

Mountain Plover. Photo: Fritz Knopf Thick-billed Longspur chicks. 
Photo: Amber Carver 

The Northern Redbelly Dace Recovery
and Restoration Project
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Our grantees must be affiliated with a local, state, or
regional nonprofit organization, an academic
institution, or a government agency and have at least
one additional partner organization contributing to the
project.  LWF grants usually are only part of the
project’s total budget and thus have impacts far
beyond the amount of the grant.  

The Lois Webster Fund is a committee of Denver
Audubon. LWF’s members have experience in field
research, education, and fund management and
include Denver Audubon's President, Treasurer, and
Conservation Chair.  The LWF committee invests its
assets in a moderately conservative portfolio of stocks
and bonds currently valued at about $150,000.  A
Finance Subcommittee oversees the professional
management of these investments.  LWF’s Governing
Rules stipulate that not more than 10% of LWF’s total
assets may be awarded for projects in any given year.
LWF’s operating expenses are covered by its members
and Denver Audubon so all funds raised go to support
projects. Annual contributions from dedicated donors
greatly contribute to the amount of grants awarded.

Examples of Past Funded Projects  
Lois Webster Fund has funded 11 studies of the Mountain Plover. These studies have
contributed to plover conservation by monitoring population trends, expanding known
nesting ranges, identifying habitat requirements, and identifying key migration areas. 
Colorado’s Department of Parks and Wildlife has used these findings to direct conservation
efforts for this declining species. 
 
Lois Webster Fund has awarded three grants to study the movement ecology of Northern
Black Swifts, a Colorado Tier 2 Species of Greatest Conservation Need and a Partners in
Flight species of Continental Concern. The research findings are helping to inform
conservation management plans developed by partners in Colorado’s Department of Parks
and Wildlife and the Canadian Wildlife Service’s species recovery plan. 

Join us in expanding research and education that conserve
Colorado’s non-game wildlife - Donate Today!

Have questions or want to learn even more? Feel free to contact us at the below email
and phone number. You can also go to www.denveraudubon.org//lois-webster-fund

to see our past funded projects

Lois Webster Fund
Supporting Colorado non-game wildlife research and education projects that lead 

to the conservation of these species and their habitats

Pawnee Buttes, Colorado. 
Photo: Gene Reetz 
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